HE |

oNOKUT

DYN l-\STY

URHIAPELE

(SAPELE)




e ONOKUTA
DYNASTY

URRIAPELE

(SAPELE)



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

Author:
Andrew Onajite Otughwor
24, Owumi Road, Sapele

And

5, Otughwor Ogamioba Close

Off Orhiaki Road, Sapele,

Delta State, Nigeria.

Tel: 08036710548

Email: otughworandrew@gmail.com
WhatsApp: 08036710548

Copyright @
Andrew Onajite Otughwor
29" April, 2023,

Published by:

R COMPUTER NIGERIA ENTERPRISES

Line 2, Shop 4, Omuvwie Shopping Complex,
1b, Okpe Road, Sapele, Delta State,

Nigeria.

=o=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

All Rights Reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, storein a
computer system or transmitted, in any form or by any
means, electronics, mechanical, photocopying or
otherwise, without the prior permission in writing from
the author.

Printed in Nigeria by:

R COMPUTER NIGERIA ENTERPRISES

Line 2, Shop 4, Omuvwie Shopping Complex,
1b, Okpe Road, Sapele, Delta State,

Nigeria.

TRPTFET

nR TR TRE -

] EOR~5
FEIODPE

ISBN: “
=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

DEDICATION

This work is dedicated to God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit (The Blessed Trinity).

TO THE LOVELY MEMORY OF:

Pa. Lucky Francis Otugwor
(The head of Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele)
Historian & Lead Narrator of “the Onokuta Descendants of Urhiapele”

And

To The First Founders of Urhiapele
And my father
Pa. Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor

May their Souls Rest in Perfect peace,
Amen.

=@=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I thank God almighty for his wisdom, grace, strength
and determination which he bestows on me to put this
work together to its successful completion.

My sincere appreciation goes to my lovely wife and
children for their understanding, support and prayers for
me throughout the period of this work. My gratitude
goes to the lead narrator/historian - Pa. Lucky Francis
Otugwor, now of blessed memory, for his numerous
contributions, and tutelage on the history and tradition
of the Okpe people and that of Urhiapele in particular,
with relevant documents. | also appreciate Pa. Amb. J.K.
Ekariko (aka. Okakikarah!., The Latin Professor!.) And
Pa. Joseph Itotoh Ogodo, for granting me interview to
bare their mind on the history of Urhiapele. I thank
Mama Omatie Ororho who rekindled my knowledge on
the Ukugbemi family history of Okegberode - my grand
paternal - maternal lineage. And to all | could not
mentioned their names, especially from the Otughwor
family, God knows you best. Remain blessed in Jesus
name. Amen.



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

Table of Contents

Dedication — — i
Acknowledgment — — \Y
Table of Contents — — vV
Preface — — Vil
Relevant Quote — — viii
CHAPTER ONE

Introduction — — 1
Brief historical origin of Sapele-Okpe Community 2
CHAPTER TWO

An overview of Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) community 9
Community Administrations 11
Dukedoms (Districts) in Okpe Kingdom 13
Row call of Honour of Ekpako-Amuan Urhiapele 16
CHAPTER THREE

An Extract from Chief Ayomanor Evwrida's testimony 18
The Onokuta Dynasty 20
Onokuta family tree 23
CHAPTER FOUR

The Geneaology of Onokuta 26
Otamodua Onokuta 27
Agwiri Onokuta 27
Emefe Agwiri 27
Okpako Emefe 28
Onomor Emefe 28
Idisi Onomor 30
Chief Joseph Mamurhomu Onomor 30
Imonijodo Agwiri 32
Idide Imonijodo 33
Esiwekpe Idide 33

=@=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

Akparien Idide -- -- 34
Emurayavoka Imonijodo -- -- 35
Ewuriedia Imonijodo -- -- 36
Ajobowokaye Imonijodo -- -- 39
Ogamioba Imonijodo — 40
Etabecherien of the Ukugbemi Descents of Okegberode4?2
Agwien Ogamioba — — 43
Ereguweke Ogamioba — — 43
Ajamikoko Ogamioba — — 44
Denis Boyi Ajamikoko — — 45
John Otughwor Ogamioba - — 49
Moses Ukpima Otugwor — — 54
Abel Boyi Otughwor — — 57
Titi Ajologin (Nee Otughwor) — — 59
Jemerigben Otughwor — — 60
Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor — 60
Sunday Akpura Otuguor — 62
Magbinofor Idoghor (Nee. Otughwaor) — 65
Mary Bathroom Otughwor  — — 66
Alfred Akparugor Otuguor  — — 67
Grace Dokpaaye Otuguor - - 69
Isaac Otuguor 70
Migbigwukaye of the Ogoni Descents of Aghalokpe 70
Lucky Francis Otugwor — 71
CONCLUSION

REFERENCE



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

PREFACE

Today, people long for narratives that can help change
their lives because man is by his very nature a storyteller.
This is why our African Cultures and traditions have
survived thousands of years through oral storytelling. |
feel the nostalgia of “Tales by Moonlight” which was a
powerful TV Series of NTA in the 80's and early 90's.
Here lies the power of repetitive stories that make up the
history of humanity. Hence, the power in storytelling is
inherent in repetition.

“Therefore, if we do not tell our own stories, others will
take advantage and smear devilish and exploitative
campaigns against us. As our holy father Pope Francis 1,
has said, but whereas the stories employed for
exploitation and power have short lifespan, a good story
can transcend the confines of space and time. Centuries
later, it remains timely, for it nourishes life”.

To tell our own stories, we must possess divine wisdom;
have courage, patience and discernment to encounter
falsehood, what the Holy father Pope Francis 1, called
“deep fake” news of our time. But we must tell our
stories again and again “That you may tell your children
and grandchildren (Exodus 10:2)”. The Holy Father
says; At this point life becomes story and then, for the
listener, story becomes life!!!

An Extract from:

Arch Bishop Alfred Adewale Martins'
(Catholic Arch. Diocese of Lagos)

Reflection on: World Communication day.
May 2020
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RELEVANT QUOTE

An understanding to our true identity is fundamental to
our being able to fulfill our destiny. To keep a people in
servitude you must first rob them of their identity.
Humanity lost their place in creation because they were
ignorant of who they are. Satan deceived them and stole
their place.

(Psalm 82:5-7).

The position of the Okpe people is not about political
patronage. It is all about putting in perspective well
known historical facts that is being distorted by those
seeking political advantages and selfish interest over
others. People have a way of manipulating history to
their own advantage.

AVM AJOBENA
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CHAPTER ONE

’/]NTRODUCTIOI@

istory is all about people and events, in relation
to place and time. Hence, Asagba, J. O., asserted

that “according to history, a person's origin
begins at birth and continues to death, identifying him
as a member of the society in which he lived”. The
history of a people has always served as a connection of
the ancient lives of their ancestors and their
descendants. | have observed over a period of time that
most people find it very difficult to relate or tell the story
of their origin. Some cannot even tell you any story or
history about their immediate parents, let alone trace
the root of their origin. The experience | had with some
elders of over sixty years of ages, in my quest to ellicit
some response from them concerning family and
community relationships and origin met with brick walls,
because they will tell you that they don't know, let alone
know how to narrate the story. These situations
prompted my investigations and research in order to
unravel the origin of Urhiapele and its founders. Thus
this work is a compendium of a brief historical origin and
an overview of Urhiapele. It also comprise of the
genealogy and brief biography of Onokuta's
descendants. These and others are discussed in details
in this work. So therefore, this work becomes very
important because it will become part of the historical
archives of Urhiapele and the Onokuta's descendants,
which those present now and our unborn children will
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leverage on for basic and reliable information's about
their origins and family relationship.

BRIEFHISTORY OF URHIAPELE (SAPELE)
Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe Community) is one of the five
gazetted communities in Sapele Local Government Area
of Delta State and it form part of the population of
Sapele Local Government Area. According to Agba, A.
0., the 2015 census projection extimated Sapele Local
Government populations at 232,020. The origin and
migration of the Okpe people is not quite clear as many
scholars have different accounts of Okpe Origin.
However, there is a clear account that the Okpe people
are descendants of Prince Igboze, a son of an Oba of
Benin. As such, there is a claim of Igboze being the
primogenitor of the Okpe people. Agba, A. O, in his
book “The Okpe People History and Customary Law of
Succession” asserted that Igboze migrated from Benin
between 1504 AD and 1550 AD through the Patani River
to Orere-olomu, from where he gave birth to his first son
Okpe. Okpe later migrated from Orereolomu to Okperisi
or Okperikpere and founded Okpe Isoko, from where he
gave birth to his four sons namely: Orhue, Orhoro,
Evwreke and Esezi.

The four sons of Okpe later migrated from Okpe-isoko. It
is worthy of note, that their migration was tailored in the
direction of their hunting expedition, from where they
discovered Orerokpe and Olukobare. At Orerokpe, these

=@=
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four brothers decided to make their younger brother
king. As such, according to Agba A. O., the first Orodje
which was recorded by both oral and written sources
was Esezi 1, who ruled Okpe in the 18" century (ie the
early 1700AD), while Asagba J. O., state that, the reign
of Esezi 1, was from 1770-1779 (2005:22). Esezi was
the youngest of the four children of Okpe. Other oral
history has it that, owing to the autocratic attitude of the
Orodje, the people revolted and killed him, and during
his death, he placed a curse on the land that “never
again will the Okpe people have a King neither would
they experienced peace in the land.”

According to V.K. Ekariko, after the regicides, it was
believed that the swear which the assassinated King
swore on the Okpe people will catch up with them, so,
they abandoned and flee from Orerokpe and settled in
groups in different Okuo (Camps or settlements) that is
today known as Okpe land. Oral history also has it that,
after the regicides of the first Orodje of Okpe Kingdom-
Esezi 1, Evbreke's children left and founded Eghale-okpe
(Aghalokpe), Ugolo Okpe and other adjoining villeges,
while some remain at Orerokpe. Orhoro's children
founded Arhagba, Amuokpe and Inume (Elume). Esezi
children left and founded Igwresa (ljeddo, Ughoton and
Ugbokodo), Orhue eldest children left Orerokpe and
founded Mereje and other adjoining villeges, while the
youngest son named Ogbioghori went to Esubi where he
got married to Uku and they begat Onoje, Onokuta,

=@=
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Ovwighodua and ljighare. In the course of their hunting
expeditions, these brothers later migrated to Amuokpe
where they met Owhere's children - Orholor and co, who
told them to move away because of their mighty physical
outlook, especially Onokuta and Ovwighodua who were
hunters. They told them to move far away before they
could erect their own camps to stay. They left and came
to the present day stadium and prison yard area, where
they built their camps, hunts, farmed and collected palm
nuts for their livelihood. They deforested all that virgin
land which is today known as Sapele (Urhiapele). These
were the first founding fathers. Though, there were
conflicting accounts regarding the relationship of these
brothers to each other, but the account of Adogbeji
Salubi (1960), on the testimony of Ayomanor Evwrida
and Edwin Omarin, being the 1% & 2™ plaintiffs' of the
Okpe Ownership of Sapele land case of 1941, and the
oral accounts of our past and present aboriginal elders
were enough facts to hold on to. For example, the
testimony of the legendary Ayomanor Evwrida, in the
Okpe Ownership of Sapele, case number:
37/194/WAC/1848 of 1941, states that “The first people
who came to Urhiapele (Sapele) from Orerokpe were;
Onoje, Onokuta, Ovwighodua and ljighare. They were
the first founders. Those four came from one person
named Ogbeogori. Their mother was Uku. Ogbeogori's
father | do not know ....” Furthermore, the oral account
from Pa. Lucky Francis Otugwor and V.K. Ekariko, both
descendants of Onokuta and Ovwighodua. Pa Lucky
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Francis Otugwor states that “Onokuta is the son of
Ogbioghori and Ogbioghori is the last son of Orhue”
while, Pa. V.K. Ekariko states that “Ovwighodua is the
son of Udugbeme, son of Orhue.” The above two
accounts affirmed the fact that both were descendant of
Orhue. Perhaps, this might translate to why these two
settled together in Egborode and Ogodo quarters of
Urhiapele (Sapele- Okpe Community) and both of them
did most of the deforestation, farming and hunting.
According to Adogbeji Salubi (1960); The Juju
“Urhiapele Ameh” was said to have belonged to a single
family at Orerokpe. It has also been said that it was
Onoje, a member of that family and son of Orhue who
brought the Juju from Orerokpe to Sapele.

These four brothers originally settled at the old Sapele
town, which is the present day site where the Police
barracks, Prison yard, NEPA Office, Hospital, Stadium
and the then British protectorate government house,
now INEC Office and Chief Dafinone's house is situated.
The Original Sapele village before the arrival of the
colonial masters covered from the AT&P area to Yoruba
Road, to Cemetary Road, down to Ethiope River. Then,
the old Sapele village was divided into two Udumu
(Quarters) known as UDUMURHIE (Riverside Quarter)
and UDUMUOGO (Up-land quarter). The present market
road that demarcated the Stadium from the Prison yard
was the boundary between Udumurhie and Udumuogo.
The Udumurhie include the area where the district and
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medical officer's house (ie the British Protectorate
Government House) were built, which is the present
areas being occupied by the Asaboro sawmills, hospital,
INEC Office, Chief Sen. D.O. Dafinone's house to the
Pontu River. While Udumuogo include: the Police
Station, Vehicle inspection Office, (then government
motor park), Prison yard, Court road down to Yoruba
road. The iroko tree inside the NEPA Office which served
as Onokuta's shrine was evident there till the early 90's,
before it was cut down with the help of a pastor and a
descendant of Onokuta Pa. Abel Boyi Otughwor who
was the eldest man (OkpakoAmua) of Urhiapele. In
1908, the whole of the old Sapele village or town
constitutes part of the 510 acres of land that was leased
to the British Colonial Government. The 510 acres of
land started from the AT&P round about to the Ethiope
River and from the roundabout to the right hand side of
Akintola, through the right side of Crudas road to
Cemetery road, and right to Ogodo Road, to the right
side of Macpherson road, and down to the Ethiope River.
Upon the leased of the 510 acres of land to the British
Government, in which Dore Numa acted on behalf of the
Chiefs and people of Sapele (Urhiapele Community), the
Original Urhiapele village was vacated for the Colonial
Government and the Okpe Aborigines have to move out
to the present Oleh road and Olympia area. By then the
first founders to their third or fourth generations (ie
Onokuta to Ogamioba) have all died and buried in the
old Urhiapele village or town. According to Hon. Vincent
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Ayomanor, Evwrida died during that same period and
was buried in his compound in the old Sapele, which is
the present day Vehicle Inspection Office (VIO) Sapele.
Note that Ogamioba Imonijodo and Evwrida Orholor, the
father of chief Ayomanor were contemporary. Otughwor,
Onomor, Ayomanor, Omarin, Ofotokun, Erhore, Abeke,
Ekariko and others had to move out of the old Sapele
town. Otughwor settled at the present day Oleh Road
area, Onomor settled at Adeola road, Ekariko settled at
Olympia, like wise others settled at different
settlements. After some years later, in the cause of their
farming and hunting expeditions, they came across a
very fertile land, with tall palm trees everywhere, which
they described as Okpa-inughen, they decided to
relocate there and established a new home. That new
found settlement known as “Okpa-inughen or Okuo-
erere” is what is today known as the Urban Area in
Sapele. In 1902, Ogodo leased out part of AT&P to the
McIVER brothers for 99years and moved further to
where they presently occupied till date, while the
community gave out the remaining part (that is, where
the administrative building is situated at the roundabout
areato the second gate close to Seplat Office) to AT&P.
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CHAPTER TWO

AN OVERVIEW OF URHIAPELE (SAPELE-OKPE)
COMMUNITY

apele is the Europeans rendition of the name
S“Urhiapele”. In order words, Sapele is the corrupt

form or word of the name Urhiapele. Urhiapele is
derived from two words: “Urhie” which means river and
“Apelle” which is the deity or gods/goddess (juju) of the
land that lives in the river. Urhiapele therefore means
River goddess or gods of the River (River Deity). Oral
history has it that it was Onoje that brought the juju
from Orerokpe and established it at the bank of the
Ethiope River, few distance away from the Pontu ferry
landing. Today, a small shrine could be seen built for its
worshippers at Laboard road, Okuoerere (Urban Area)
Sapele.

- _-I'n';-;'.ﬁ f -.:._rrl' - J
A tgﬁ_ﬁ

Urhiapele Ameh Shrine at Laboard Road,_Urb:aln Area, Sapele
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Urhiapele Ameh Worshippers}

Urhiapele is the first cosmopolitan community in the
whole of the Urhobo and Okpe nation of Delta State. Itis
among the five gazetted communities in Sapele local
government area of Delta State of Nigeria. Urhiapele
(Sapele-Okpe) community shares boundaries with
Amuokpe community, Ugborhen community and some
other Okpe speaking communities. It also shares natural
boundaries with Abigborodo community at the hole in
the wall creek at Unumerin (Aruowon) village and it is
bounded by the Ethiope River with Oghara and Mosogar
communities respectively. Urhiapele (Sapele) is famous
worldwide for timber production, especially with the
presence of the Africa Timber & Ply Industry in the early
period of development of Sapele. The people of
Urhiapele community were predominantly farmers. The
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community plays host to many companies, government
agencies and Parastatals in Nigeria, such as the Sapele
Sea Port, the Nigeria Navy (NNS Urhiapele), all the
financial institutions present in Sapele local government
area, Seplat Energy Plc, Lone Star Drilling company, Life
Flour Mill Ltd, the Nigerian Gas Company (NGC), one of the
biggest power generating plant in Nigeria the Delta Power
holding company of Nigeria (DPHCN) and Nigeria
Independent Power Plant (NIPP), and Ringardas, among
others.

The people of Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) community are
peace loving and welcoming people; hence they earned
the most Peaceful Community Award from Shell Petroleum
Ltd. The community also plays host to so many timber
processing mills in Sapele local government.

COMMUNITY ADMINISTRATION

The administration of the community from origin was
based on gerontocracy. Gerontocracy is the government
ruled by the elderly members of the community, with the
eldest man (Okpako-Amuan), as the head of the
community administration. He manages the affairs of the
community in conjunction with an appointed secretary by
members of the community, usually from the lettered ones'
in their midst. This was the practices then, until it was
changed in the late 90's, to the democratic system of
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government whereby elections were conducted into
elective positions, with the elected chairman as the head
of the government of the community while the Okpako-
Amuan becomes the traditional head of the community.
Every other groups that make up the community such as
the four quarters (Udumu-ene or Ogben-ene), youths of
the community (ldama-Amuan), daughters of the
community (Egbotor-Amuan), and wives of the
community (Eghwa-emese Amuan) are all under the
authority of the community chairman.

Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) community from the old
Sapele town of origin comprise of two quarters;
Udumurhie and Udumuogoh, but later on
metamorphose to four quarters (Udumu) at present
namely:

1. Egborode quarter (Udumu-Egborode)

2 Oton quarter (Udumu-Oton)

3. Etamuan quarter (Udumu-Etamuan)

4 Ogodo quarter (Udumu-0Ogodo).

The eldest man of the quarter is known as “Okpako-
Udumu.” He manages the affairs of the quarter (Udumu)
In conjunction with an appointed secretary by members
of the quarter.

Egborode quarter (Udumu-Egborode) is the biggest
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guarter in Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) community and it is
the center of commerce in Sapele local government
area. Suffice to state that the origin of Urhiapele
(Sapele-Okpe) community started from Egborode
guarter. There are major families that constitute each
guarter. Four families made up Egborode quarter and
they are usually named after the quarter, thus, we have;
1. Egborode Ayomanor.

2. Egborode Erhore.

3.  Egborode Imonijodo, and

4. Egborode Onomor.

For example, Egborode Imonijodo comprises the
families of Otughwor Ogamioba, Ajamikoko Ogamioba,
Eboh, Okogho, Abugewa, Karakitie, Olude, and other
relatives. Egborode Ayomanor comprises the families of
Ayomanor, Avwoyen and other relatives. Egborode
Erhore comprises the families of Ekariko Ojagbighru,
Erhore, Akpodeye and other relatives, while Egborode
Onomor comprises the families of Onomor Emefe,
Okpako Emefe and other relatives.

DUKEDOMS (DISTRICTS) IN OKPE KINGDOM

Okpe Kingdom is made up of thirteen districts. The
district is a smaller administrative unit of the Kingdom
while different villages were grouped together to form a
district, and the Orodje appoint a district head (usually
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the most senior chief or Okakuro from that district) to
act on his behalf and to oversee the affairs of the people
and villages under each districts. Such district head is
known as the “Duke” and the wife is known as “Duchess”
while the district is known as “Dukedom”. Urhiapele
(Sapele-Okpe) is one of the thirteen districts
(Dukedoms) in Okpe Kingdom. The districts in Okpe
Kingdom include:

Sapele (Urhiapele)

Amuokpe

Arhagba

Ughoton

Elume (Inume)

Mereje 1

Mereje 2

Ugolo

Oha

Ugborhen

Aghalokpe

Orerokpe, and

Ozue.

The Duke is traditionally refers to as the eyes of the King
(Ukharo-Orodje) in the district. The Duke adjudicates
over issues such as; lands, communities and other
dispute resolutions, and to administer the district on
behalf of the King (Orodje).

=@=
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We have two female groups and two male groups in the
community and these includes;

1. Eghwa-emese (women's folks, group or meeting).
These are the women or wives that were married into
the community by the community aborigines. Their
meeting point or house, share the same compound with
the Okpe community hall 2, at Crudas road, close to
Winners Chapel and the national Open University
Sapele.

2. Egbotor-Amuan (daughters of the town), are the
female children of aborigines of Urhiapele community.
That is, either parent or both parents are aborigines of
the community.

3. Idama-Amuan (youths of the community), are the
male children between the age of 18 to 45 years of age
born into the community by aborigines. That is either
parent or both parents are aborigines of the community.

4. Eghware-Amuan or Eghware Ogben-ene or
Eghware Udumu-ene (meeting of the community men's
folk); this is the meeting of the central body of the
community. It comprises of representatives from the
four quarters of the community, usually of adults
between the ages of forty-five (45) years and above.
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The major families of Urhiapele community
include:

1.  The Onokuta Families

The Ovwighodua Families

The Onoje Families

The ljighare Families

The Ayomanor Families

The Abeke Families

The Etajeme Families

The Ogodo Families.

ONOGRAR LN

Any other families not mentioned above, that is from the
Sapele-Okpe community, have their root or link from the
above major families that constitute the community. For
example, the Imonijodo Emefe families (Otughwor and
Ajamikoko Ogamioba families, Eboh, Okogho,
Abugewa, Karakitie, Olude, and others) and the Onomor
and Okpako Emefe families, all constitutes the Onokuta
families or Dynasty.

ROW CALL OF HONOUR OF EKPAKO-AMUAN
(ELDEST MEN) URHIAPELE

These were some of the senior citizens of Urhiapele who
have served the community meritoriously and they
found favour in the sight of God due to their love and
faithfulness to God and the community, and He prolong
their lives many years and gave them prosperity in the
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land, as he promise in Proverbs 3.and Psalm 91:16.

NAMES FROM TO

Chief Ayomanor Evwrida 1949
Pa. Obire (father of

Lagos Obire) 1949 1952
Pa. Oduegban 1952 1956
Pa. John Otughwor Ogamioba 1956 1960
Pa. Ekwaire Abeke 1960 1968

Pa. Akoko Okotie
(the father of Pa. John Akoko) 1968 1974

Pa. Edeki 1974 1977
Pa. Eghrujovwo - 1988
Pa. Tom Omuaya Dafinone 1988 1996
Pa. Abel Boyi Otughwor 1996 2002
Pa. Denis Boyi Ajamikoko 2002 2005
Pa. Onigben Abeke 20056 -
Pa. Odiwri Abeke 2013 2015
Pa. Joseph Itotoh Ogodo

(Acting Capacity) 2015 2022
Pa. John Akoko 2022 to date
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CHAPTER THREE
AN EXTRACT FROM CHIEF AYOMANOR
EVWRIDA's TESTIMONY

hief Ayomanor Evwrida was the first plaintiff in
Cthe Itsekiri land claim of Sapele and the Jackson

Judgment as contain in suit No:
W/37/194/WAC/1848 of 1941. The testimony of Chief
Ayonomor Evwrida was one that buttresses the obvious
fact of the foremost founding fathers of Urhiapele
(Sapele). An extract from his testimony states: “l am a
court member of Udogun clan council and also of
Amuokpe...(p.1). The first people who came to
Urhiapele from Orerokpe were Onoje, Onokuta,
Ovwighodua and ljighare. They were the first founders.
Those four came from one person named Ogbeogori.
The mother was Uku. Ogbeogori's father | do not know
(p.2). Where the motor park is now (that is, the present
vehicle inspection office (VIO), opposite the Sapele
stadium)- between there and the prison yard was the
place where | was born. My father's (Evwrida)
compound was also there. Where police Barracks are
now was used as farmland and a fence was erected
there to keep out cattles. My father farmed there. Igboje
and others farmed there. They were all Orerokpe
people. All Okpes know the rubber and cocoa plantation
at the back of the prison yard. Before it was used for this
purpose, Ogamioba farmed there, as well as Echamino
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and others. These people were our people. My father
(Evwrida) also farm there. The government made these
cocoa and rubber plantations. | think they were planted
during the late German war” (p.2). “lI knew chief
Ofotoku. He was an elder of the town and the eldest man
of Urhiapele. Market stalls are now in the place where he
used to live. I know Palmer's plot. Before Palmer came,
Ofotoku and Omarin and others farmed there. | know the
site of the Government School. Ofotoku had many wives
and children farming there before Government came.
Where the town is now was formerly the farmland
farmed by the whole town. Okpe people farmed there.
They were named Obeke (Abeke), Ukweku, Onomor, and
Ojorul.

SALIENT FACTS FROM CHIEF AYOMANOR

EVWRIDA's TESTIMONY

From the above testimony, the following facts can be

deduced thus;

1.  That Onoje, Onokuta, Ovwighodua and ljighare
were original and first founders of Urhiapele
(Sapele).

2. That his father (Evwrida), Ogamioba, Onomor,
Obeke, Ojoru, Ukweku and others, were of the
same era or contemporary. These generations of
our ancestors lived, farmed and gave birth to their
children in the old Sapele town before the arrival of

=@=
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the Europeansin the late 1890's

3.  That the children of the above ancestors, in the
likes of Chief Ayomanor Evwrida, Omarin,
Otughwor, Abeke, Onomor, Ogodo, Ofotoku and
others built, farmed, and lived in different
settlements (Okuo) outside the old Sapele town
being taken over by the British Protectorate
Government after 1908.

4. Recall, that Onokuta begat Agwiri. Agwiri begat
Imonijodo and Emefe. Imonijodo begat
Ogamioba, while Emefe begat Onomor. Therefore,
Onokuta, Agwiri and Imonijodo were three
generations gone by before Ogamioba and
Onomor.

5. It is evident from Chief Ayomanor Evwrida's
testimony that his father Evwrida, Etajeme,
Okubor, Ojoru and others came to Urhiapele much
later, between two to three generations after the
first founding fathers, which coincides with the era
of Ogamioba.

THE ONOKUTADYNASTY

According to A.E Omarin and Ayomanor cited in
Adogbeji Salubi (1960). “The first people who came to
Urhiapele from Orerokpe are Onoje, Onokutan,

=@=
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Ovwighodua and ljighare. They were the first founders.
Those four brothers came from one person named
Ogbioghori (Ogbeogori) and their mother was Uku”.
Asagba J.O.,(2005), states that:

...0jegba requested for a juju priest from Orerokpe,
called

Onoje Ogbioghori, with his mother Uku to come and
practice their juju ritual at Okuo-Amukpe....On arrival,
Onoje the juju priest came in the company of three
assistants whom he introduced to Ojegba as ljighare
Ogbioghori, Onokuta gbioghori, and Ovwighodua
Ogbioghori.”

My reference to Asagba, is to established the fact that
these four brothers were of the same parent, contrary to
insinuations from certain corners that they were from
different parents or that Orhue descendant did not get
to Urhiapele. However, Asagba's account in his “THE
UNTOLD STORY OF A NIGERIAN ROYAL FAMILY,” which
state that Urhiapele was a camp under Amuokpe was
false because that was the Amuokpe community self
styled or coined history which they used in their
litigation against Sapele Okpe Community in the
Ophiala, Ogworo to Ugbikoko land dispute, which was
won by or settled in favour of Sapele Okpe Community.

=@=
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According to oral history, Ogbioghori was the last son of
Orhue, one of the founding fathers of Okpe Kingdom.
After the regicides of the first Orodje of Okpe Kingdom-
Esezi 1, Evbreke's children left and founded Eghale-okpe
(Aghalokpe), Ugolo Okpe and other adjoining villeges,
while some remain at Orerokpe. Orhoro's children
founded Arhagba, Amuokpe and Inume (Elume). Esezi
children left and founded Igwresa (ljeddo, Ughoton and
Ugbokodo), Orhue eldest children left Orerokpe and
founded Mereje and other adjoining villeges, while the
youngest son named Ogbioghori went to Esubi where he
got married to Uku and begat Onoje, Onokuta,
Ovwighodua, and ljighare. In the course of their hunting
expeditions these brothers later migrated to Amuokpe
where they met Owhere's children - Orholor and co, who
told them to move away because of their mighty physical
outlook, especially Onokuta and Ovwighodua who were
hunters. They told them to move far away before they
could erect their own camp to stay. They left and came
to the present day stadium and prison yard area, where
they built their camps, farmed, carried out their hunting
and collected palm nuts for their livelihood. They
deforested all that virgin land which is today known as
Sapele (Urhiapele) in the mid 16th century.
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PRINCE IGBOZE FAMILY TREE
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KEY:

From the Igboze family tree above:

1. Igboze was the progenitor (the original ancestor)

2.  Okpe was the son of Igboze, Okpe founded Okpe
Kingdom.

3. Evwreke, Orhue, Orhoro, and Esezi were sons of
Okpe, who were the four descent groups of Okpe
Kingdom. Esezi was the first (King) Orodje of
Okpe Kingdom.

4.  Ogbioghori was the last son of Orhue and fourth
generation after Prince Igboze.

5.  Onoje, Onokuta, Ovwighodua and ljighare were
four brothers and grand children of Orhue. They
were the first and original founders of Urhiapele
and fifth generation after Prince Igboze.

6.  Agwiri and Otamodua were the direct children of
Onokuta. They were the second generation of
Onokuta.(fisrt founder of Urhiapele) and sixth
generation after Prince Igboze.

7. Emefe and Imonijodo falls in the third generation
after Onokuta and seventh after Prince Igboze.

8.  Okpako, Onomor, Idide, Ogamioba, Ewuriedia,
Emurayavoka and Ajobowokaye are of the third
generation after Onokuta and eighth after Prince
Igboze.

9. Otughwor, Ajamikoko, Achue, Erha, Akparien,
Ajoh, Agwien, Omofofen and Ereguweke are of

=@=



10.

11.
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the fifth generation after Onokuta and nineth after
Prince Igboze.

Boyitie Ogwuje, Boyi Ajamikoko, Boyi Otughwor,
Ukpima, Akpura, Titi, Akparugor and others are of
the sixth generation from Onokuta and tenth after
Prince Igboze.

Pa. Lucky Otugwor, Monday Otughwor, Edah
Otughwor, Omo Otuguor, Andrew Otughwor and
others are of the seventh generation from
Onokuta and eleventh after Prince Igboze.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE GENEALOGY OF ONOKUTA

ONOKUTA OGBIOGHORI (m).

(FIRST GENERATION)

Onokuta was the son of Ogbioghori, the last son of
Orhue. Onokuta gave birth to:

Agwiri Onokuta (m)

Otamodua Onokuta (m)

Okugbene Onokuta (m)

Egwereke Onokuta (m) and several daughters

Onokuta was a hunter, farmer and an idol worshipper.
The Iroko tree that was inside his compound, close to his
shrine was evident there till the late 1990's before it was
cut off with the help of his descendant Pa Abel Boyi
Otughwor, the Okpako-amuan of Urhiapele at that time.
His compound in the old Sapele town was where the
present day NEPA office is occupying, opposite Sapele
Central hospital and adjacent to the existing Prison Yard
Sapele. And that was where he was buried. Onokuta and
Ovwighodua deforested all the areas known as
Udumuogodo and Egborode, the largest of the four
guarters, while Onoje and ljighare deforested part of
Oton, Ugbikoko (now corruptly spelt as Ugberikoko or
Gbekoko), Unumerin (Aruowon) and Etamuan.

=@=
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OTAMODUA ONOKUTAN (m).

(SECOND GENERATION)

Otamodua was the son of Onokuta. Otamodua gave
birth to:

Etiowho Otamodua (m) and

The grandmother of Chief Daniel Oyibo Oghene of
Oghene road Sapele

The maternal relationship of Chief D.O. Oghene to
Urhiapele was why he was appointed as member of the
Okpe Communal land trust, from 1959 to 1966.

AGWIRI ONOKUTAN (m).

(SECOND GENERATION)

Agwiri was the son of Onokuta. Agwiri gave birth to:
Imonijodo Agwiri (m) and

Emefe Agwiri (m), and other female children Agwiri was
also a farmer and hunter. He lived, died and was buried
in the old Sapele town.

EMEFE AGWIRI (m).

(THIRD GENERATION)

Emefe was the son of Agwiri and brother to Imonijodo.
Like his father, he was a farmer and hunter. Emefe gave
birth to:

Okpako Emefe (m) and

Onomor Emefe (m)

=@=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

He too lived, died and was buried in the old Sapele town
before the British government leased the Crown land
from the Urhiapele Community in 1908.

OKPAKO EMEFE (m).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Okpako was the son of Emefe and brother to Onomor.
Thus, Okpako was a cousin to Idide and Ogamioba
Imonijodo. Okpako gave birth to Erha and others. He
was a farmer, hunter and palm nut collector. He lived,
died and was buried in his compound in the new Sapele
town.

ERHA (m) is the son of Okpako, son of Emefe, son of
Agwiri, son of Onokuta Ogbioghori (one of the founders
of Urhiapele). Erha begat: Emurode Erha (m)

Iboron Erha (m)

Eyorvoroh Erha (f)

Orighomisan Erha ()

Omo-Ofiemu (m)

Egbemeren (f) and

Jonathan (m)

ONOMOR EMEFE (m).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Onomor was the son of Emefe and brother to Okpako.
Emefe was the brother of Imonijodo, the father of Idide
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and Ogamioba. Thus, Onomor was a cousin to Idide and
Ogamioba the father of Otughwor and Ajamikoko.
Onomor begat:

Achue Onomor (m)
DiciOnomor (m)
Mamogho Onomor (m)
Aminobi Onomor (f)
Abakare Onomor (f)
Ukoruvi Onomor (f)
Onotoferoh Onomor (f)
Umukoro Onomor (m)
Ukavwe Onomor (m) and
Ukwesa Onomor (f).

Onomor got married to many wives and one among
them was Umukor (f), the eldest daughter of Ekariko
Erakpoata, the father of Ojagbighru. That union begat:
Isaac Onerubo Onomor (m)

Hausa Onomor (m)

Onovughe Onomor (f)

Emukufia Onomor (m) and

Agbami Onomor (f), the mother of Chief Senator D.O.
Dafinone (The Owere I, of Okpe Kingdom and former
Chairman of Sapele Okpe Land Trust Association).

Onomor was a farmer and according to the testimony of
the legendary Ayomanor Evwrida the first plaintiff of

=@=
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the Sapele land ownership case of 1942, he stated that:
“where the town is now (old Sapele town) was formerly
the farm land farmed by the whole town. Okpe people
farmed there. They were named Obeke (now Abeke),
Ukweku, Onomor and Ojoru” (p.2).\

PA.DIC1 ONOMOR
(FIFTH GENERATION)

Pa. Dici Onomor was the son of Emefe Onomor, from
Egborode quarter of Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe
Community). He had two wives and they had six children
namely:

Emuobonuvie Onomor (m)

Mamurhomu Joseph Onomor (m)

Fada Johnbull Onomor (m)

Baby Ugbobor (mrs)

Mathew Onomor (m) and

Oba Onomor (m).

Pa. Dici Onomor was a farmer and a community leader
in Urhiapele before his demised.

CHIEF JOSEPH OMAMURHOMU ONOMOR (JP).
(SIXTH GENERATION)
Chief Joseph Omamuromu Onomor (the Akpemie of

Okpe Kingdom) is the second of the six children of Pa.

Dici Onomor. He was born on 13" March, 1945, at
Egborode quarter of Urhiapele (Sapela-Okpe

=@=
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Community). He attended St. Francis Primary School
Sapele from 1955 to 1961 and St. Martin's modern
school Sapele from 1961 to 1964. He farmed closely with
his father before joining FAC Shipping Line. He also
worked with African Industral Timber Company at
Agbabu- Irele in the present Ondo State. Thereafter, he
ventured into his own private business as a timber
machant.

As a result of his active commitment in the affairs of
Sapele-Okpe community, he was elected as Chairman of
the community in 2006 to 2010. He became a traditional
Okakuro of Okpe Kingdom in 2007, and was also
appointed as a “Justice of Peace.” by the Delta State
Judiciary. He has been the chairman of the police
community relations committee (PCRC), Sapele Division
since 2011 till date. He is married with children.

Roland Epoh Onomor is from the Ukavwe Onomor
lineage while

Monday Dafe Onomor is from the lIsaac Onerubo
Onomor's lineage.

Daniel, Cliford and Roland (Papiray) Onomor were from
the Achue Onomor lineage.

=@=
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-!'

Chief Joseph Omamurhomu Onomor,(jp)

IMONIJODO AGWIRI (mM).

(THIRD GENERATION)

Imonijodo was the son of Agwiri, son of Onokuta.
Imonijodo is the brother of Emefe. Thus Imonijodo was
a grandson of Onokuta. Imonijodo got married to
Omoru () and they begat:

Idide Imonijodo (m)

Ogamioba Imonijodo (m)

$
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Emurayavoka Imonijodo (f)
Ewuredia Imonijodo (f) and
Ajobowokaye Imonijodo (f).

He was a farmer and hunter, who lived, farmed, died and
was buried in the old Sapele town. He lived in his own
house built within the present high court of Justice Area,
opposite the Sapele Stadium. According to oral history, it
was in that area that he was buried.

IDIDE IMONIJODO (m).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Idide was the first son of Imonijodo and elder brother of
Ogamioba. He had three children namely:

Akparien Idide (m)

Ajoh Idide (m) and

Esiwekpe Idide Fregene (f).

ESIWEKPE IDIDE FREGENE (f) is the daughter of
Idide. She got married to Fregene of Amuokpe and
begat:

Karakitie Fregene (m),

Iphopho Fregene (f) and Others

IPHOPHO FREGENE (f) got married to Okwoisi, the
brother in-law of the lengendary Ayomanor Evwrida,
and they begat Laboard Ifuogbe Okwoisi, the father of
Lucky Ifuogbe. Note that Okpokpase (f) the mother of
chief Sunday Temiagin was of the same father with
Laboard Ifuogbe but different mother (both are

=@=
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Okwoisi's children) thus, Okwoisi is the maternal
grandfather of Chief Sunday Temiagin.

AKPARIEN IDIDE (m) was the eldest son of Idide
Imonojodo. Akparien gave birth to:

Olude Idide (m),

Okogho Idide (m),

Urhorin Idide (f) and

Matele Idide

Okogho begat Omasajuwa (m), who became a
traditional Okakuro of Okpe Kingdom and begat Duke
Okogho, a retired environmental health officer from
Sapele local government area, and others.

Okakuro Omasajuwa Okogho was the owner of the
former Agip filling station at Adeola/Cememtry road,
Sapele.

URHORIN (f) was the daughter of Akparien Idide. She
got married to Akpoghen of Ugborhen and begat:

Eboh Akpoghen (m)

Ukwuegbuwa and

Others

EBOH AKPOGHEN (m) gave birth to James Sosorobia
Eboh, Wilson Eboh, Victor Eboh, Mike Eboh and others.

=@=
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EMURAYAVOKA IMONIJODO (¥).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Emurayavoka was the daughter of Imonijodo, and
younger sister to Idide and Ogamioba. Emurayavoka got
married to Elaki (m) from Okwodede and begat:
Ekpeghaji Elaki and

Ogwun Elaki

EKPEGHAJI ELAKI (m) was the son of Emurayavoka,
daughter of Imonijodo and younger sister of Ogamioba,
the father of Otughwor and Ajamikoko. Thus Ekpeghaji
was the cousin of Otughwor and Ajamikoko. Ekpeghayji
Elaki got married to Migbigwukaye, of Aghalokpe,
daughter of Takpaife (m) of the Ogoni dynasty of
Aghalokpe and they begat Ekragha (f). After the death
of Ekpeghaji, his widow Migbigwukaye was shared to
Otughwor Ogamioba in accordance with the Okpe
tradition and custom.

EKRAGHA ELAKI (f) was the granddaughter of
Emurayavoka and Emurayavoka was the younger sister
of Ogamioba, the father of Otughwor and Ajamikoko.
She got married to Asakitikpi of Arhagba and they begat:
Alero Asakitikpi (f) and

Osikodo Asakitikpi (m)

ALERO ASAKITIKPI (f), begat Abiodun Oriola,
Theresa Agbaroli (f), Bishop Efe Agbaroli, Ejiro, Ufuoma,
and others.

=@=
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OGWUN ELAKI (m), the son of Emurayavoka,
daughter of Imonijodo. Ogwun gave birth to Olojigbo,
Khinde and Taiwo, Aduwada and Obirede.

EWURIEDIA IMONOJODO (¥).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Ewuriedia was the daughter of Imonijodo and younger
sister to Idide and Ogamioba. Ewuriedia got married to
an Effurun man and begat Ereyion (f) and Okegbe (m).

OKEGBE (m), was the son of Ewuriedia, daughter of
Imonijodo. Okegbe gave birth to Ewodere.

EWODERE (m), was the son of Okegbe and grandson
of Ewuriedia. Ewodere gave birth to Agemerien,
Ekakaviyan, Egidi, and others.

AGEMERIEN (m), was the great grandson of
Ewuriedia. Agemerien gave birth to Agbogoroma,
Johnbull and others.

EREYION (f), was the daughter of Ewuriedia, and
granddaughter of Imonijodo. Ereyion got married to
Emakelemi of the Ogoni family of Aghalokpe. Though,
Emakelemi lived all his life in Okuosajere. Emakelemi
and Ereyion gave birth to:

Makpamieku Emakelemi,

Warri Emakelemi,

Okpenihwo Emakelemi and

Ekeleme Emakelemi.

=@=
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OKPENIHWO (m), gave birth to Boyitie Okpenihwo
and Secondi Okpenihwo.

EKELEME EMAKELEMI (m), is the son of Ereyion,
daughter of Ewuriedia, daughter of Imonijodo. Ekeleme
begat:

Oludo Ekeleme (m),

Okokor Ekeleme (f),

Yellow Ekeleme (f),

Anthony Obojoke Ekeleme (m),

Believe Ekeleme (m)

David Omajuya Ekeleme (m), the father of Harrison
Ekeleme (former President of Okpe Youth Council and
present secretary of PDP Sapele LGA)

SECONDI AKPOAMUKPESAN OKPENIHWO (M)
Secondi Akpoamuokpesan is the son of Okpenihwo
Emakelemi of the Ogoni family of Aghalokpe. Secondi
Okpenihwo is also related to Otughwor's first wife
Migbigwukaye from Aghalokpe, since they were
descendants of Ogoni. Secondi Akpoamukpesan was
born on the 22™ of February 1943. He attended Benin
divisional council school, Benin City. He got married to
Elizaberth Oke from Onorhen in Aghalokpe and the
union is blessed with two children namely:

Mitoturhe Secondi Okpenihwo and

Oromunea Secondi Okpenihwo

=@=
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Secondi is a businessman and an African traditional
religionist (ATR)

Secondi Okpenihwo

AJOBOWOKAYE IMONIJODO (¥).
(FOURTH GENERATION)
Ajobowokaye was the daughter of Imonijodo and

younger sister of Idide and Ogamioba. She gave birth to
Umuko (f) and Edore (f).

$
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EDORE (f), was the daughter of Ajobowokaye and
granddaughter of Imonojodo. Edore got married to

Abeke and begat Omotowa Abeke (f).

OMOTOWA (f), got married to Agwareintayine, from
Egbeleku village and they begat Adogbeyine (f),
Asiugwu (m), Titi (aka. Titi-Omotowa) and
Abugewa (m), the father of Ogbotor Baboye,
Wisdom, Joshua and others.

UMUKOR (f) was the daughter of Ajobowokaye and
granddaughter of Imonijodo. Umukor got married to
Ojatoboakie and they begat: Emrobowansa (f) and Titi
(), who got married to Yeye and begat Samuel Yeye

EMROBOWANSA (f) is the daughter of Umuko and
granddaughter of Ajobowokaye. Emrobowansa got
married to Ugolo from Inume (Elume) area and begat
Bob Ugolo and William Enaghiren.

OGAMIOBA IMONIJODO (m).

(FOURTH GENERATION)

Ogamioba was the second son of Imonijodo and a
brother to Idide. Thus Ogamioba and Onomor were
cousins. Ogamioba got married to two wives, among
whom was ETABECHEREN of Okegberode town and
they begat: John Otughwor Ogamioba (m),

Agwien Ogamioba (f),

ljere Ogamioba (m),

Ereguweke Ogamioba (f)

=@=
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Omofofen Ogamioba (f), and
Ajamikoko Ogamioba.

Ajamikoko (m) was the last born of Ogamioba, from
different mother. Otughwor and Ajamikoko were the
surviving sons of Ogamioba during his life time. ljere
died childless at his tender age. Ogamioba was also a
farmer and a hunter. He started his farming activities
from the old Sapele village to the present day Akintola
and Okpobrisi area, where he collected palm nut for his
oil milling business, then to Oleh road, where his son
Otughwor settled after they vacated the old Sapele
village. He also deforested and farmed in all that area
now known as “New Ogorode Road down to the Ojolu
Bridge area.” Accordingly, the testimony of the
legendary Ayomanor Evwrida, the first plaintiff in the
Sapele land ownership case confirm this when he stated
that:

“ All Okpes know the rubber and

cocoa plantation at the back of the

prison yard. Before it was used for

that purpose, Ogamioba farmed

there as well as Echamino and

others. These people were our

people. My father (Evwrida) also

farmed there. The government

made these cocoa and rubber

plantations. 1 think they were
planted during the late German
war” (Pg.2)
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He deforested so many expands of land from the left and
right sides of the present new ogorode road down to the
Ojolu area, and that explain the presence of his children
Otughwor and Ajamikoko families in that area up till
date.

ETABECHERIEN OF UKUGBEMI DESCENTS FROM
OKEGBERODE VILLAGE.

The wife of Ogamioba and mother of Otughwor-
Etabecheren, and the mother of Erhabor Abeke, the
mother of Erha, the mother of Erhore, the mother of
Izobo and the father of Bobori were all direct children of
Ukugbemi of Okegberode village in Sapele Local
Government area, while Orhoro, the father of Akpeti
(Chief Barr J. Akpeti Orhoro, the Adolor of Okpe
Kingdom) was the son of Anugwa (m). Anugwa and
Ukugbemi were of the same father (emose). Their father
was Efere. Efere was the son of Ogoh (m), and Ogoh
was from Esubi, while his children migrated and settle at
Okegberode. Ogoh was of the Esezi ruling house or
descents. Simply put, Esezi is the Progenitor of Ogoh,
Ogoh begat Efere, Efere begat Anugwa (m) and
Ukugbemi (m). Anugwa gave birth to Ororho (m), and
Ororho begat Akpeti (Chief Barr. Joseph Akpeti Ororho).
Chief Barr. J.A. Ororho gave birth to Chief Barr. Hudson
Ororho. Ukugbemi (m) begat Etabecherien (mother of
Otughwor Ogamioba), the mother of 1zobo, the mother
of Erhabor Abeke, the mother of Erha, the mother of
Erhore and the father of Bobori. All these children of
Ukugbemi lived in Urban Area, Sapele. Bobori gave birth
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to Blacky and Blacky begat Richard Okotie (the owner of
Richard Continental Hotel and Suit, Sapele) and siblins.
Both Anugwa and Ukugbemi are of the Esezi Royal ruling
house of Okpe Kingdom.

AGWIEN OGAMIOBA (f).

(FIFTH GENERATION)

Agwien was the daughter of Ogamioba and a sister of
Otughwor and Ajamikoko. Agwien got married to the
legendary Ayomanor Evwrida and they begat David
Okoro Ayomanor.

OMOFOFEN OGAMIOBA (¥).

(FIFTH GENERATION)

Omofofen was the daughter of Ogamioba and a sister to
Otughwor and Ajamikoko. She got married to an Egbeku
man and begat Temiukanrin, while Temiukanrin begat
Ukoridama.

EREGUWEKE OGAMIOBA (f).

(FIFTH GENERATION)

Ereguweke was the daughter of Ogamioba, and a sister
of Otughwor and Ajamikoko. Ereguweke got married to
Eghrudje Ode of Ugbukurusu in Sapele Local
Government Area and begat:

Boyi Eghrudje,

Ugajeowu,

Akparien and

Erhiwewohor

=@=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

AJAMIKOKO OGAMIOBA (m).

(FIFTH GENERATION)

Ajamikoko was the last child of Ogamioba and younger
brother of Otughwor. Ajamikoko and Otughwor were of
the same father (emose). Ajamikoko married two wives
and his marriage with his first wife Ogbigbi (mrs) of
Adjemuoyavwe in Oghara begat:

Denis Boyi Anomogharan Ajamikoko (mr.),

Comfort Ajamikoko Atiti (mrs), (The mother of Chief
Austine Atiti The Urukpe of Ogor Kingdom)

Eguriase Ajamikoko (mr.)

Edijala Ajamikoko (mrs) and

Sunday Ibiokoro Ajamikoko (Oduduh)

Sunday Ibiokoro (Oduduh) is their half brother (emose).
Ajamikoko deforested many areas of land in the Ojolu
area of Sapele, while a particular portion where he
carried out his farming activities in the Ojolu forest is still
known as “Unueruru Ajamikoko” till date. Ajamikoko
predeceased his elder brother Otughwor Ogamioba, on
the 9" of June 1950.
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Pa, Ogamioba Ajamikoko}

DENIS BOYlI ANOMOGHARAN AJAMIKOKO (m)
1913-2005. (SIXTHGENERATION)

Denis Boyi Ajamikoko was born on the 7" of June 1913 in
Okuoerere, Egborode quarter (Udumu-Egborode) of
Urhiapele (Sapele). He is the eldest child of Ajamikoko,
thus, the nephew of Otughwor Ogamioba. Denis
Anomogharan Ajamikoko married four wives namely:
Mukotete, Roli, Alice and Victoria. They begat twenty
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four children (24) namely:
Godwin Ajamikoko,
Friday Ajamikoko,

Esther Ajamikoko,

Daniel Ajamikoko,

Rose Ajamikoko,

Doris Ajamikoko,

Mabel Ajamikoko,

Robert Ajamikoko,

Duke Ajamikoko,
Ugheminaye Ajamikoko,
Okwobeno Ajamikoko,
Otobrise Ajamikoko,
Udumebraye Ajamikoko,
Unuakpo Ajamikoko,
Orerue Ajamikoko,
Onomrerhino Ajamikoko,
Aghoghovbia Ajamikoko,
Erhierome Ajamikoko,
Omamuromu Ajamikoko,
Oborawore Ajamikoko,
Ikwoworo Ajamikoko,
Onomine Ajamikoko,
Egheleonoho Ajamikoko, and
Obaroakpor Ajamikoko.

Denis Boyi Anomogharan attended St. Patrick Catholic
School Sapele from 1925 to 1932. He joined the Nigeria
Police force at Kaduna briefly and later resigned to join
the African Timber & Ply Wood Limited (AT&P) as a
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technician from where he rose and became an instructor
in the field of instrumentation, installations, and plant
maintenance/construction engineering, and taught at
the AT&P technical school. He later rose to the rank of an
assistant manager and retired in 1973 haven served for
32 years. He later joined ANAKA Construction Company,
with Engr. Isreal Akpojaro as MD, while he was the
general manager. Under his management, the company
won the contract to built five storage warehouses in
each state of the federation with Ajaokuta steel plant
structure inclusive. He retired and went into private
transport and bakery business (Bakers of Ogamioba
bread, Sapele). He was also a politician during the NPN
and UPN days, and was the chairman of ward 7 and a
district officer (D.0.) under the defunct NPN.

He was baptized into the Christian faith of Christ Pilgrims
Ministry, Victory centre Nigeria, which was later known
as Victory Family Assembly (VIFA), founded by Apostle
Moses Grandeur. In all his years of active service, he was
always involved in the affairs of the Sapele-Okpe
community and by divine providence, age elevated him
and he became the most eldest man (Okpako-amuan) of
Urhiapele community after the demise of his cousin late
Pa. Abel Boyi Otughwor in 2002. Until his demise in
2005, Pa. Denis Boyi Anomogharan Ajamikoko had 50
grand children and 18 great grand children.

=@=
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JOHN OTUGHWOR OGAMIOBA (m) 1859 -1960.
(FIFTH GENERATION)

Pa. John Otughwor (aka. Ighokwe!, Agbranuja !,
Okpaighoro !), was the eldest son of Ogamioba
Imonijodo. He was paternally from the Orhue ruling
house and maternally from Esezi ruling house, both
from Okpe Kingdom. He got married to three wives and
they gave birth to twelve (12) children namely:

Moses Ukpima Otugwor (mr.),

Abel Iboyi Otughwor (mr.),

Titi Ajologin (mrs),

Jemerigben Otughwor (mr.),

Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor (mr.),

Sunday Akpura Otuguor (mr.),

Ikoyo Otughwor (mr.),

Magbinofor Idoghor (mrs),

Bathroom Mary (mrs),

Alfred Akporugor (mr.),

Dokpaaye Grace (mrs) and

Isaac (mr.).

Pa. John Otughwor Ogamioba was a very prominent
personality, who contributed greatly to the development
of Urhiapele. He was among those who were privilege to
be born in the old Sapele town in the late 1850's. He was
a farmer and a hunter (Ogwereh and Orhwe). He
deforested so many portions or expands of land in
Urhiapele. At the demise of his father, he continued with
his father's oil milling business in his father farm land,
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which is the present day Akintola to Okpobrisi area, then
to the present Oleh road by Nene area where they
stayed, when they vacated from the old Sapele town.
Otughwor birthed most of his children, especially those
from his first wife, at his then residence (the present
Oleh road area), before his eldest son Ukpima, helped
him to secured the portion of land he built his house at
Urban area (traditionally known as Okpa-inughen or
Okuoerere). In those days, there were lots of tall palm
trees all over the land now known as Urban Area; hence
they called it “Okpa-inughen”, and since that place had
become a centre of attraction or rallying point where
every families were trouping to for settlement, it was
then described as a central Camp (Okuo-erere) for all
the aborigines. Note that the other part of Akintola to
the boundary with Okuogodo was Ayomanor Evwrida's
farm land (Okuo-Ayomanor).

Otughwor also deforested most of the land from the
present day Ojolu Bridge down to Amebo-ogworo,
where he carried out his farming and hunting
expeditions. In fact, history has it that during one of his
hunting expedition in one of his deforested land at the
Ojolu area, he was chasing a big monkey inside the big
swamp forest known as Ameboogworo, thinking that
the forest was swamp land all through, when suddenly,
he came across a very big verse dry land and in surprise,
he exclaimed “Aruakpanee ooo !” meaning we have
enter land ooo !, which was the name they started
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calling that area to the Gana market, up till date. So the
right word and pronunciation for all that area from
Ogworo road to Gana market is called “Aruakpane” and
not “Urhuakpa”.

Otughwor was a very hardworking man, an upright man,
a no nonsense man and an honest man. Otughwor
Ogamioba (corruptly spelt as Otugor in most
documents), Ekware Abeke, Itotoh Afure Ogodo,
Ajugba Odubu, Thomas Opia Ebreme and Philip
Emukperuo were former trustees of the Okpe people of
Sapele (Okpe communal land trust) appointed by the
Chiefs and people of Okpe under native law and custom
in the late 50's, before Esezi 11, the Orodje of Okpe
(1945-1966), constituted a trustee to managed the
Okpe communal land trust. The trustees were: Esezi 11,
as the chairman, chief Amojaine as Otota (spokesman)
and nine other okpe chiefs as trustees J.E. Odiete, Ohi
Ayomanor, Igberaja Abeke, Rabor Abeke, D.O. Oghene,
E.A. Eyefia, J.A. Ayomanor, G.A Kekeke and D.G.
Ogbimi, in 1959 to 1966.

Otughwor Ogamioba represented the community in
court litigations, and one of such was a land mark case
or judgment that is been used as reference (citation) in
the Nigeria Judiciary till date. “Citation: Otugor
Ogamioba and ors. V. Chief D.O. Oghene and Ors
(1961) 1SCNLR 115; (1961) 1 AIINLR 59.- that a
representative suit is in order if the relief sought is in its
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nature beneficial to all whom the plaintiffs proposed to
represent. However, Otughwor died before the above
judgment was delivered in 1961. Pa. Otughwor
Ogamioba was a custodian of the history and tradition of
the Okpe people (Urhiapele). He was the eldest man
(Okpako-amua) of Sapele Okpe Community from 1956
to 1960. He died at the University of Ibadan teaching
hospital on the 9" of April, 1960 and was buried in his
own house at 84, Laboard Road, Okpa-lnughe or
Okuoerere (Urban Area) Sapele, Mid West Region, now
Delta State.

Pa. John Otughwor Ogamioba




Survey plan showing some of Otughwor landed properties through which shell

pipeline cut across at Ogworo Road, Aruakpane Area of Gana Sapele
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The renovated Otughwor Ogamioba ancestral home at No.
84 Laboard Road, Urban Area, Sapele

MOSES UKPIMA OTUGHWOR (M) 1904 1969
(SIXTH GENERATION)

Moses Ukpima (aka. Ohimi!), is the eldest son of
Otughwor. He got married to three wives, one of which
was the eldest daughter of Chief Oyi Ayomanor, and they
had six (6) children for him namely:

Francis Lucky Otugwor (mr)

Queen Oyavwiri (mrs)

Madam Ogheneovo Otugwor

Omatie Tuoyo (mrs)
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Ezekiel Gbwabofo Otugwor

Micheal Otugwor

Lucky Francis Otugwor and Ogheneovo are of the same
mother (imizu-ewan), Queen Oyawiri (mrs) and Omatie
Tuoyo (mrs) are of the same mother (Imizu-ewan) and
Gwabofo Ezekiel (mr.) and Michael (mr.) are of the same
mother (Imizu-ewan).

Ukpima Otughwor was a great custodian of the history
and culture of the Okpe people (Sapele). He was very
energetic and hard working. He deforested many
portions of virgin land from the Ojolu to Ogworo area.
He built his first house at Adeola road by Ogaga junction
Sapele, while his second house was built in the portion
of Ogamioba land shared to his father Otughwor
Ogamioba, at Ojolu area.

When the 510 acres of Urhiapele crown land was leased
to the British Protectorate government in 1908, the
aborigines had to move to the present day Olympian
area, and Otughwor settled at Oleh road direction.
Thereafter, when the aborigines were relocating to
Okpa-inughen or Okuo-erere (Urban Area), it was
Ukpima who assisted his father to secure the portion of
land where Otughwor's house (Otughwor' ancestral
home) was built till date. Ukpima died nine years after
the demised of his father, at the age of sixty-five (65)
years. Ukpima was paternally from the Orhue ruling
house and maternally from the Evwreke's ruling house
of Okpe kingdom respectively.

=@=
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Pa. Moses Ukpima Otughwor
/56,
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ABEL IBOYI OTUGHWOR (M) 1907 2002.

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Abel Iboyi (aka. Onerugbenrun!), was the second son of
Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba. He got married to two wives
Omonoworye and Menetie and they begat eleven (11)
children and many grand and great grand children,
among who are:

Monday Otughwor (mr.),

Felicia Osume (mrs),

Elizabeth Baby Okpurughre (mrs),

Michael Otughwor (mr.),

Rebecca Atu Otughwor (miss),

Margret Onogu (mrs),

Gladys Ebun (mrs),

Charles Kayejomaye Otughwor (mr),

Hope Dovieme (mrs),

Ejiro Okpegwa (mrs) and

Edirin Idu (mrs).

Rabecca Atu Otughwor (miss) died childless in her early
fifty's.

Pa Abel lboyi Otughwor was a farmer and he also
worked as a supervisor with the African Timber & Ply
Wood Industry (AT&P) for many years before he retired
to start his own business at the Sapele main market. He
built his house at Abeke by Orhiaki road and another at
the urban area Sapele.
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Pa. Abel Boyi Otughwor was a spokesman of the Sapele-
Okpe community for over twenty years, and eldest man
of Egborode quarter for a while before he was enthroned
as the eldest man of the Community (Okpako-amua) in
1997, after the demise of Chief Tom Omuaya Dafinone.
He contributed in so many ways to the development of
the community before joining his ancestors in 2002. He
was a Christian of the Baptist faith and a devoted
member/elder of Bethel Baptist church Sapele. He was
paternally from the Orhue ruling house and maternally
from the Evwreke's ruling house of Okpe kingdom
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TITIAJOLOGIN (NEE. OTUGHWOR) 1910-1998.
(SIXTH GENERATION)

Titi Ajologin Otuburun was the third child and first
daughter of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba, and second
daughter of her mother-Migbigwukaye, the first been
Ekragha Ekpeghaji. Titi was directly next to Pa. Boyi
Otughwor. She got married to Ajologin Otuburu of
Ibada Amuokpe and Orholor family of Amuokpe, at

her tender age of 22years and gave birth to her first

child at 23 years She had eight children namely:
Oluwabiye Otuburun (Mr),

Comfort Anugwa (Mrs),

Morgan Otuburun (Mr),

Mary Obadaosiaye Oyavwiri (Mrs),

Modukpe Agbabule (Mrs),

Christiana Umukoro (Mrs),

Ayo Dean Otuburun (Mr) and Alice

Otuburun who died in her early age

Titi had no former education. She was a subsistent
farmer and a trader. In the course of her farming
activities, she worked very closely with her father and
that made her to be very conversant with every parcels
of Otughwor's landed properties. She was a member of
the Eghwa-emese group and she rose to become the
head of the group, until her health deteriorated and she
finally passed on due to diabetes complications, few
months after the death of her husband. She was
paternally from the Orhue ruling house and maternally
from the Evwreke's ruling house of Okpe kingdom

respectively. 9
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JEMERIGBE OTUGHWOR (M). 1914-1961.

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Jemerigbe was the fourth child of Pa. Otughwor
Ogamioba. He was born at Otughwor's compound at
the present Oleh road area, in Egborode quarter of
Sapele. He had two children namely:

Igbeku Otughwor (m) and

Brown Otughwor (f)

Jemerigbe died early in 1961 barely a year after the
death of his father, at the age of forty seven (47) years.

EDWARD BOYITIE OGWUJE OTUGHWOR (M)
1917 19809.

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Edward Boyitie Ogwuje (aka. Aboiribo ! Or Ebiribo 1),
was the fifth child of Pa. Ogamioba Otughwor. He got
married to two wives Blacky, from Oviri Court and
Smart Victoria Akpoyetiyin, from Okegberode
/Ugborhen and they had nine children and many grand
children among whom are:

Emmanuel Edah Otughwor (m),

Hannah Ayah (mrs),

Eric Omamie Otughwor (mr.),

Agnes Ikaduna Omadudu (mrs),

Patience Eseoghene Onokpe (mrs),

Felix Onoriode Otughwor (mr),

Andrew Onajite Otughwor (mr.),

Bose Eruteyan Otughwor (miss), and

Friday Evuarere Otughwor (mr)

Felix Onoriode Otughwor died childless at his tender
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age after graduation from Okotie Eboh grammar school
Sapele in 1989, few months after the demised of his
father.

Pa. Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor was a farmer and
palm wine tapper. He worked as a dock worker at the
Sapele sea port and as factory worker with the Africa
Timber & Ply Wood Industry (AT&P), Sapele. He was an
embodiment of the history and tradition of the Okpe
(Urhiapele) people. He was a human right activist in his
community. He hates oppression and often fought to
ensure that the oppressed get justice in the
community. He was a peace maker, a bridge builder and
a dispute resolver. His house was a rally point to all his
friends and customary tenants of the community. He
was an honest and a no nonsense man. He was not a
Christian neither was he an idol worshipper. He joined
his creator on the 3" of January 1989 after a protracted
iliness and was buried in his own house at 84, Laboard
Road, Urban Area Sapele. He was paternally from the
Orhue ruling house and maternally from the Evwreke's
ruling house of Okpe kingdom respectively.
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Pa Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor

AKPURA SUNDAY OTUGUOR (M) 1925 2001.
(SIXTH GENERATION)

Sunday Akpura (aka. Orororhoritaminewu !), was the
6" child of Pa. Ogamioba Otughwor. He was born on the
25" January 1925 at Okuoerere in Egborode quarter of
Sapele (Urhiapele). He started first Baptist School, now
Omotsola Primary School Sapele in 1938 and obtained
his Standard Six School Leaving Certificate in 1946,
with distinctions in all subjects.

In 1947, he became the secretary to Sapele Okpe
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Community and in 1948 he joined the services of the
Nigerian Prison Authority as a warder, and was posted
to Umiahia in the then Owerri province in the defunct
Easthern region of Nigeria, now Abia State Capital. In
1950, he was transferred to Ikot-ekpene in Bende
Division of Uyo province now Akwa lbom State. In
1951, he resigned his appointment voluntarily, and
returned to Sapele. He continued to be secretary to
Sapele Okpe Community. In 1952, he took
appointment as a security officer under Africa Timber &
Ply Wood Industry (AT&P), a subsidiary of UAC of
Nigeria. In 1955 he resigned and took teaching job with
the management of “Association” a missionary school
for many years, before government took over schools.
While in service, he was the games master of
“Association” and Ethiope School 11 Sapele
respectively. Through deed of hard work, dedication
and in services training, he obtained his Teachers grade
11 Certificate in 1978, and subsequently rose to the
post of headmaster grade 3 before his retirement on
28" December 1984. In the same year, he ceased to be
secretary to Sapele-Okpe Community after 35 years of
service without blemish.

After retirement from government service, Pa. Sunday
Akpura also picked up part time teaching appointment
with Our Ladies Nursary/Primary School Sapele,
Andoma Nursary/Primary School Sapele and Bethel
Baptist Nursary/Primary School Sapele respectively.
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While in service, he got married to his first wife
Ebruvwa and to Otimeyin the second wife. Their
marriage was blessed with eleven (11) children
namely:

Beatrice Akpura Otuguor (miss),

Stella Ake (mrs),

Theophilus Omo Otuguor (Dr.),

Doris Damero Owhavborua (mrs),

Christopher Otuguor (mr.),

Samuel Akpomudiare Otuguor (Dr),

Tracy B obson (mrs),

Karo Ejuwa (mrs),

Okeh Awazar (mrs),
Obukowho Otuguor (mr.) And

Dafe Ogheneruemu Tuoyo (mrs).

It is worthy of mention that Sapele City Landlords
would ever remember him in the event of Tenement
rate case, in which he was the principal plaintiff. And as
a result of the victory of the said case, no landlord has
been harassed or intimidated by agents of the Local
Government Council since 1984 till date. Until his death
on the 18" June 2001, he was a Christian of the Baptist
faith and an elder of Oghenetega Baptist Church,
Sapele. Akpura was paternally from the Orhue ruling
house and maternally from the Evwreke's ruling house
of Okpe kingdom respectively.
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Pa. Sunday Akpura Otuguor

MAGBINOFOR IDOGHOR (NEE. OTUGHWOR)
1929-2013.

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Magbinofor was born in Egborode quarter of Urhiapele,
in 1929. She was the second daughter and eighth child
of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba. Her mother Miagbesiaye
Oritsegbone hails from Ibada Inume (Elume). She got
married to ldoghor and begat six children namely;
Samuel Onisuru Idoghor,

Arthur Idoghor,

Victoria Nikor (Mrs),

Queen lkpeni (Mrs),

Helen Egwubare (Mrs), and

Joseph Idoghor.
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She had 35 grand children and 24 great-grand children.
Magbinofor was a farmer and trader. She died on the 7"
of September, 2013 at the age of 84 years, and was
buried in her compound at 17, Umade road, Ojolu,
Egborode quarter, Sapele.

Mrs. Magbinofor Tdoghor

BATHROOM MARY OTUGHWOR (f) 1939-2002.
(SIXTH GENERATION)

Bathroom Mary, as the name implies must have been
birthed in the bathroom. She was born in 1939 as the
eldest child of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba's third and last
wife Esiso Esheke Otughwor, thus becoming the 9"
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child of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba. She attended Abbot
Primary School, Sapele from 1949 to 1956 and
obtained her primary six school leaving certificate.
Back then girl child education was not so common, so
she learnt sewing of cloth (fashion design). She fell sick
during the civil war in 1967-1970 and her sight was lost
in the process. In 1976, the Ministry of social welfare
sponsored her for a vocational study at Oshodi, Lagos,
where she was trained in handicraft, telephone
operation, typewriting and Braille writing. In 1984, she
was employed as a craft teacher in Ayomanor Primary
School by the Ministry of Education and was later
transferred to Abeke Primary School Sapele in 1991.
She retired in 2002 and died six months later at the age
of 61years. She was survived by three (3) children- two
girls and a boy. Sister Bathroom was blind for 31years.
It was in her disability that she received the training she
used to serve the Delta State government and took
care of her children till her retirement. What a great
achievement!.

ALFRED AKPARUGOR OTUGHWOR (m).

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Alfred Akparugor (aka. Orogwonorho !), is the son of
Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba and the twin brother to
Dokpaaye (f). He was born on the 19" of April 1953 at
Okuoerere in the present day Urban Area in Egborode
quarter of Sapele (Urhiapele). His mother was the third
and last wife of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba. She hails
from Okuo-ekpoghor in Ugborhen town of Delta State.

=@=



The Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele)

His mother Esiso Esheke had four (4) children for
Otughwor Ogamioba, namely: Bathroom Mary (f),
Alfred Akparugor (mr.), Dokpaaye Grace (mrs) and
Isaac (mr.).

Alfred Akparugor attended Association School, Sapele,
now Institute of Continuing Education (ICE), at Ikomi
road Sapele in 1959, but he had to stop school due to
the death of his father and mother in 1960 and 1962
respectively. He had to start again at St. Francis
Catholic School, now Abeke Primary School from 1963
to 1966. He later learnt a trade in Mechanical
Craftsmanship (a general filtering job that involved
welding, plumbing, fabrication of iron and metals lather
turning) from where he got his government trade test
grade 3 & 2.

In 1977, he gained employment into Eternit Nig Ltd.
Sapele as a mechanical fitter. Five years later, he
passed the grade one trade test exam, an equivalent of
the present day OND. Upon his retirement from Eternit,
he established his own campany known as Eyeotu Nig.
Limited, from where he consulted for Eternit and other
companies in engineering services. He is a baptized
and a devoted member of Jehovah's Wittness since
1973. He is happily married with children.
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Mr. Alfred Otughwor

DOKPAAYE GRACE OTUGHWOR ().

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Dokpaaye Grace is the daughter of Pa. Otughwor
Ogamioba and the twin sister of Alfred Akparugor (m).
She was born on the 19" of April 1953. She did not have
the privileged to go to school because of the death of
both parents at her tender age. When Bathroom (f) her
elder sister could not care for her, because of her
disability, her aunty- Owhoghe, took her to Ugborhen,
from where she got married to Josaih Izobo
Orhiavwaye and they had two female children.
Dokpaaye is a farmer and trader. She is one of the
surviving children of Pa. Otughwor Ogamioba that is
still alive till date.
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ISAAC OTUGHWOR (m).

(SIXTH GENERATION)

Isaac is the last son (Ubrevwie) of Pa. Otughwor
Ogamioba. He was born in 1959. He attended St.
Patrick's Primary School from 1974 to 1976, and Abeke
Primary School from 1977 to 1978. After his primary
education, he learnt Furniture making from Okosun
workshop at Udumuogodo (Ajogodo). He was
employed in Delta Packaging Company, a subsidiary of
Life Flour Mill Ltd. Sapele, from 1985 to 1993. Isaac is
among the surviving children of Pa. Otughwor
Ogamioba that is still alive till date. Presently he is a
transporter, and he is married with children.

MIGBIGWUKAYE OF THE OGONI DESCENDANT
OF AGHALOKPE

EVBREKE is one of the four children of Okpe, son of
Igboze. Evbreke gave birth to Ogben. Ogben begat
Ogoni, and Ogoni begat Ibeni. Ibeni begat Adobor, and
Adobor begat Onofeghara. Onofeghara gave birth to
Takpaife, Ugwamu and Ominidje. Takpaife begat
Migbigwukaye (f), Umukor (f) and Eneneazen (f) who
got married to Obire, the father of Lagos Obire (m) of
Oton Quarter of Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) Community.

MIGBIGWUKAYE (f) got married to Ekpeghaji Elaki
(m), son of Emurayavoka (f), daughter of Imonijodo
and younger sister to Ogamioba Imonijodo (m) and
they begat Ekragha (f). Upon the demise of Ekpeghaji
Elaki, his widow Migbigwukaye was shared to John
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Otughwor Ogamioba. Thus, Migbigwukaye became the
first wife to John Otughwor Ogamioba. The union
between John Otughwor Ogamioba and Migbigwukaye
begat: Moses Ukpima Otugwor,

Abel Boyi Otughwor,

Titi Ajologin (f),

Edward Boyitie Ogwunje Otughwor,

Jemerigben Otughwor,

Sunday Akpura Otuguor and

Ikoyo Otughwor.

Moses Ukpima Otugwor gave birth to Lucky Francis
Otugwor, Queen Oyavwiri, Omatie Tuoyo, Ogheneovo,
Ezekiel and Micheal.

LUCKY FRANCIS OTUGWOR (m). 1941-2023.
(SEVENTH GENERATION)

Lucky Francis Otugwor (aka.
Orojerhenregwosolobrugwe!) was the eldest child of
six (6) children of Pa. Moses Ukpima Otugwor, who
hails from Udumu Egborode of Sapele Okpe
community. His mother Obirebo Esiyede Otugwor hails
from Udumu-Igbako in Ugborhen Community and she
gave birth to Lucky Francis (m) and Ogheneovo (f) to
Ukpima Otugwor. Both parents were from Sapele local
government area of Delta State. His half brothers and
sisters from mother and father sides were: Amucheye
Okotie (the father of Richard Okotie, the owner of
Richard continental hotel and suit Sapele) and Menetie
Okotie, Queen Oyavwiri, Omatie Tuoyo, Ezekiel
Otugwor and Micheal Otugwor. In other words,
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Amucheye Okotie, Menetie Okotie, Lucky Francis
Otughwor and Ogheneovo are of the same mother
(imizu-ewan) while Lucky Francis Otughwor, Queen
Oyavwiri, Ogheneove, Omatie Tuoyo, Ezekiel
Otughwor and Micheal Otughwor are of the same
father (emose).

Pa. Lucky Francis Otugwor was born on the 6" of
September 1941. He worked closely with his father and
grandfather in their farming activities during his
youthful days, and that made him had more knowledge
about all their deforested land and properties as well as
the history, tradition and customs of Urhiapele
(Sapele).

He started his elementary education at the First Baptist
School Sapele, now Omatsola Primary School, in 1951.
In 1958, he entered St. Martins Secondary Modern
School, from where he obtained a testimonial in 1961.
He worked briefly with NISCO Construction Company, a
Contracting firm with the Nigerian Gas Company (NGC)
at Ogorode, before he was enlisted and employed as a
security officer at the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) in January 24" 1978. He attended
several in-service and external training from where he
rose to the position of Chief Security Superintendant.
He retired from active service on the 21% December,
2004 and served for twenty-six (26) years. After his
retirement, he registered his own company known as
OHIMI AND SONS ENTERPRISES, and he was into the
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sales of cement and general contracts. In 2008, as a
security expert, he partner with LUCK GUARD NIG.
LIMITED, a security contracting outfit with the Nigerian
Gas Company (NGC), Ogorode, and he was the security
coordinator of Sapele and Oghara metering stations.

Pa. Lucky Otugwor was happily married to Rose
Eghrudoja, and Jehovah blessed him with twelve (12)
children among whom are:

Nyeronvwo Ogbe (Mrs),

Aghwotu Aboloje (Mrs),

Kevwe Otugwor (Miss),

Aghoghome Otugwor (late),

Efe Otugwor (Mr.),

Owhofasa Otugwor (Mr.),

Daderhie Okito La-mont (Mrs.),

Imonijodo Otugwor (Mr.),

Ese Erosayin (Mrs.),

Obaroene Mkpani (Mrs.),

Avweruosuo Otugwor (Miss), and

Ochuko Otugwor (Miss.).

Pa. Lucky Francis, until his demise was the eldest
grandchild of Pa. John Otughwor Ogamioba, after the
death of Oluwaebiye Ajologin Otuburu. He was the
head of the Ogamioba extended family and of the
entire Onokuta Dynasty of Urhiapele (Sapele). He was
a unifier, a bridge builder, and a historian, a Jehovah's
Witness and a man of peace. He was a member of
Jehovah's Witness, Palm Avenue Congregation, and
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was baptized on the 10" of December, 1994.”
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the discussion dueled on the historical
origins with a general overview of Urhiapele and went
further to trace the genealogy of the Onokuta
descendants. The investigation revealed that a certain
Prince of Benin Kingdom named Igboze was the
Progenitor of Okpe. Igboze begat Okpe, Okpe begat
four sons namely Orhue, Orhoro, Evwreke and Esezi,
who later became the crown King or Orodje and
assumed the title of Esezi 1. Oral history has it that,
owing to the autocratic attitude of the Orodje, the
people revolted and killed him, and during his death, he
placed a curse on the land that never again will the
Okpe people have a King neither would they
experienced peace in the land. According to V.K.
Ekariko, after the regicides, it was believed that the
swear which the assassinated King swore on the Okpe
people will catch up with them, so, they abandoned
and flee from Orerokpe and settled in groups in
different Okuo (Camps or settlements) that is today
known as Okpe land. Every King, Priest and Prophet
that is the elect of the people and ordained by God,
carries “a Special Seal” (Grace & Anointing) from God
on their head, hence the Scripture states “Do not touch
my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm.” Psalm
105:15 and 1 Chronicles 16:22. Whether they are bad,
evil or good, no man have the right to lay hands on
them or kill them. Perhaps, that was why God honors
the words of the King and holds it against the land for
one hundred and ninety five years without a King in the
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land (Interegnum) before it was finally broken, they
tried to get a new King for so many years but they could
not, so they decided to consult several oracles and all of
them came with the same report. The Oracle revealed
that the assassinated King have accepted to be
appeased on the condition that the next King must be
crown from his lineage. The people accepted and after
the appeasement and the curse broken, a new King
was elected from the Esezi lineage named John Deveno
Mebitaghan and was crowned in 1945, with the title:
Esezi 11 (Esezi the second), after one hundred and
ninety five years of interregnum, because history has it
that, the assassination took place within the period of
1770.

When the people fled Orerokpe, Orhue eldest children
left and founded Mereje and other adjoining villeges,
while the youngest son named Ogbioghori went to
Esubi where he got married to Uku and begat Onoje,
Onokuta, Ovwighodua, and ljighare. In the course of
their hunting expeditions these brothers later migrated
to Amuokpe where they met Owhere's children -
Orholor and co, who told them to move away because
of their mighty physical outlook, especially Onokuta
and Ovwighodua who were hunters. They told them to
move far away before they could erect their own camp
to stay. They left and came to the present day stadium
and prison yard area, where they established their new
homes, raised their families, farmed, hunts and
collected palm nuts for their livelihood. They
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deforested all that virgin land which is today known as
Sapele (Urhiapele). These were the first founding
fathers.

Onokuta gave birth to Agwiri (m), Okugbene (m),
Egwereke (m) and Otamodua (m). Agwiri Onokuta
gave birth to Emefe and Imonijodo. Emefe Agwiri begat
Onomor and Okpako, while Onomor begat Achue, Idisi,
Momogho, Ukavwe, Abakare, Aminobi, Onerubo,
Emukufia, Agbami (the mother of chief Sen. David
Omuaya Dafinone) and others. Okpako gave birth to
Erha the father of Iboron, Egbemeren, Omo-ofiemu,
Emurode and others. Imonijodo Agwiri gave birth to
Idide, Ogamioba, Ewuriedia, Emurayavoka and
Ajobowokaye. Ogamioba Imonijodo gave birth to
Otughwor, Ajamikoko, ljere, Agwien, Omofofen
Avbochoma and Ereguweke. Ajamikoko Ogamioba
gave birth to Denis Boyi, Eguriase, Edijala, Comfort and
Sunday Ibiokoro. Otughwor Ogamioba begat Moses
Ukpima, Abel Boyi, Titi Ajologin, Jemerigben, Edward
Boyitie Ogwuje, Sunday Akpura, Magbinofor, Mary
Bathroom, Alfred Akparugor, Grace Dokpaaye and
Isaac. Moses Ukpima Otugwor gave birth to Lucky
Francis, Ogheneovo, Queen, Omatie, Ezekiel and
Micheal. Edward Boyitie Ogwuje Otughwor gave birth
to Emmanuel Edah, Hannah, Eric, Agnes, Eseoghene,
Felix Onoriode, Andrew Onajite (the author of this
book), Bose and Friday.
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The next publication will be focuse on “The Historical
Development of Urhiapele.” In that series, the origin
and genealogy of the founding fathers will be traced
from the progenitor of Okpe to the present generation.
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This book “THE ONOKUTA DESCENDANTS OF URHIAPELE” is
abrief story that highlighted three key issues viz:
i. The historical Origin of Urhiapele (Sapele), and it's founders
(first founders)
ii. An overview of Urhiapele (Sapele-Okpe) community viz-a-
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viz it's geographical, economic and administrative compositions, and
iii. The genealogy of the Onokuta descendants of Urhiapele.

The idea is to update the present and future generations of Onokuta
descendants with the right knowledge of their origin and lineage
among aborigines of Urhiapele community.
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